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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1922 Excerpt: .Smythe Johnson and Amberg) of the percentile method, she gives results
obtained from five tests practiced by nine women for twenty days. The tests were the familiar curved maze,
mental multiplication of two three place numbers, a sorting test, a cancellation test and a lifted weight test.
Correlations between position at start and at the end of practice, and position at the start and average position,
or gross gain or percentle gain, were: TABLE NO. 21 Pos. at start Pos. at start Pos. at start Pos. at start at Finish
Av. Pos. Gross Gain Per. Gain There is a low positive correlation between initial and final ability in all these tests
but the maze and a slightly higher correlation between position at the start and average position. In all tests
there is a relatively high negative correlation between gain and rank in the first trial. Whitley says of these
results: Individuals with low standing can and do improve the most judging objectively though even so, they
may not in conveniently measurable periods of time overtake those whose standing was high at the beginning.
In concluding her discussion of the improvement curve she says: All functions do approximate one typical law
for changes in improvement though individuals may tend to differ in variability. From this point of view
practice must tend to make people more alike. Thorndike in 1914 says of Whitley s results:2 The same effect
(meaning an increase of difference due to practice) appears though...
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