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INTRODUCTION. The belief was long nearly universal, and is yet very general throughout the Christian world,
that the Scriptures do, to some extent, justify human slavery, as practised in this country. The object of the
following chapters is to controvert this belief, and to prove that it is false and heretical, as well as dangerous
and destructive to human happiness; that this belief is founded entirely on perversions of the true meaning of
certain passages in the Scriptures, and is entirely contrary to the spirit of the divine volume, the letter of which
condemns the practice with as much severity as it did that of any other crime. The following argument is
presented for the calm and prayerful consideration of all Christians, both in the North and in the South. The
time has come when (as a learned writer justly remarks*), neither the evidences of the Gospel, nor the
solemnities of religion; neither the constitution of the church, nor the rights of its members; neither the divine
right of bishops, nor the value of holy orders; neither the spirituality of the soul, nor the materiality of the body,
can escape the ordeal of free and full discussion. Shall we, then, think it strange that American slavery, with all
its influences on the moral and political destinies of this great and mighty nation, shall, by the spontaneous
concession of the whole civilized world, be allowed to escape inquiry,...
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