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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Susan Elizabeth Blow and James
Jackson Putnam were an unlikely pair. She grew up in Hegelian St. Louis and he in Emersonian Boston. She
was a bit older and a spinster and he firmly married with five children. He was robust and an outdoorsman; she
was bookish and had no appetite for exercise. Even so, they had keen interests in common: religion, philosophy,
science, the nature of man, how the mind works and the presence of God. They met when Susan Blow fell
victim to Graves disease, an immune system disorder related to the overproduction of thyroid hormones that
can cause anxiety, irritability, and tremors as well as make a persons eyes bulge. Whether stress was a cause or
an eIect of the disease, Blow suIered a lot. Born in 1843, she was in her early twenties when her parents
rejected the suitor she loved. Three of her siblings died as children. AJer establishing the first successful public
kindergarten in St. Louis, for which she received a gold medal at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, she
was forced out of the job. When her parents died in 1875, she took on responsibility for her three younger
sisters: Nelly who had married an impecunious Russian diplomat, Lutie who married her cousin and childhood
sweetheart, and Martha who married a rich New York landowner. When Nelly and Lutie died young, Susan and
Martha, who had no children, became stand-in mothers for Nellys daughter Nelka and Luties daughter Lucretia.
Ill from Graves disease and chronic depression, Susan Blow found her way to Dr. Putnam in the early 1880s.
James Putnam went to Harvard and then Europe to study...
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