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weapons. The regimes aim to restrict trade in these technologies to keep them from proliferating states or
terrorists. The United States seeks to improve the eEectiveness of these regimes. GAO was asked to (1) assess
weaknesses of the four regimes and (2) identify obstacles faced in trying to strengthen them. GAO found
weaknesses that impede the ability of the multilateral export control regimes to achieve their nonproliferation
goals. A key function of each regime is to share information related to proliferation. Yet the regimes oHen lack
even basic information that would allow them to assess whether their actions are having their intended results.
The regimes cannot eEectively limit or monitor eEorts by countries of concern to acquire sensitive technology
without more complete and timely reporting of licensing information and without information on when and
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