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0.lin.Excerpt: . . . taught their little daughter to be a servant of Christ and to love Him above all things. For they
knew that the love of Christ was better than life, and worth all the suffering that might come. And as Cecilia
grew into a stately maiden every 72 one wondered at the grace and beauty that shone out of her face. And
every one loved her because she loved every one. She was always ready and willing to help others, and she
specially cared to be kind to the poor. In the folds of her gold embroidered dress she always carried a little book
which she loved to read. It was the book of the Gospels, and the more she read and heard of Christ, the more
she longed to grow like Him. She could not bear to think that she wore fine dresses, while He had been so poor
and suffered so much. And so, underneath her soft, white robe she wore a harsh, coarse garment made of hair.
And when it hurt and rubbed her sorely, the pain only made her glad, because she wore it for Christs sake.
Some say the meaning of her name Cecilia is Heavens Lily. And that name certainly suited this little Roman
maiden. For as God plants the lilies in the dark earth, and presently they grow up and lift their pure white cups
to heaven, so Cecilia seemed to lift her heart above the sins and sorrows of the world, where God had planted
her, and to turn her face ever heavenwards. And the poor people whom she helped and cheered with her kind
sympathy loved to look at her, for the peace of paradise...
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