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Excerpt: ... R ESULTS Projects life cycle cost estimate by 90. 5 million ( from 614. 7 million to 705. 2 million ), but
this LRD correlates with a 70 percent confidence level for achieving the launch date as the Project enters Phase
B of the life cycle. 6 However, the Landsat Science Team, in January 2008 had concluded that LDCM must be
operational by March 2012 to observe the Northern Hemisphere growing season. The LRD of December 2012
conflicts with this user requirement and is far beyond the expected life span of Landsat 7. The latest technical
assessment of Landsat 7 s projected life expectancy approximates a 50 percent to 70 percent chance of the
satellite experiencing a full system failure by December 2012. In the NASA Report to Congress Regarding
Landsat Data Continuity Mission ( LDCM ) Data Continuity, April 2008, NASA management states, b oth Landsat 7
and Landsat 5 are presently experiencing 7 technical problems and are expected to run out of fuel in late 2010.
Combine this with the most expedient development for LDCM and the outcome is that a Landsat data gap is
inevitable. No Mandated Responsibility or Accountability for Landsat Data Continuity The LRSP Act of 1992
mandates continuity in Landsat data collection - maintaining consistency with earlier Landsat systems in terms
of spectral and spatial coverage. The Act states that continuous collection and utilization of land remote
sensing data from space are of major benefit in studying and understanding human impacts on the global
environment, in managing Earths natural resources,...
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