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acquaintance at Montreal, many years since, with some of the
principal partners of the great Northwest Fur Company, was the
means of interesting him deeply in the varied concerns of
trappers, hunters, and Indians, and in all the adventurous details
connected with the commerce in peltries. Not long after his
return from his late tour to the prairies, he held a conversation
with his friend, Mr. John Jacob Astor, of New York, in relation to
an enterprise set on foot and conducted by that gentleman,
about the year 1812, --an enterprise having for its object a
participation, on the most extensive scale, in the fur trade
carried on with the Indians in all the western and northwestern
regions of North America. Finding Mr. Irving fully alive to the
exciting interest of this subject, Mr. Astor was induced to express
a regret that...
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